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“You must not lose faith in humanity. Humanity is like an ocean;  if few drops of the ocean 
are dirty, the ocean does not become dirty”  - Mahatma Gandhi
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It is my honour and privilege to take over as Chairman of 
Massa, and having taken charge of the chairmanship in 
January this year, I wish to use this opportunity to wish all 
our members and seafarers a very pleasant and successful 
2017. 

I also take this opportunity to thank the outgoing 
Chairman, Capt. S.M. Halbe, for having successfully 
guided MASSA and for having served the interest of our 
member lines and the industry in a very august manner, 
much befitting Massa’s position of industry leadership.

The year 2016 ended with the effects of de-monetization 
still ringing in our ears. Hearteningly, the industry has 
successfully weathered the turbulence and moved on 
thenceforth. The Shipping industry, though, is still in 
a challenging phase, with most segments struggling to 
overcome the worst ever period in the maritime industry 
for over a decade. Containers and Bulker markets 
continue to struggle. The challenging conditions in the 
container shipping industry continued to add pressure 
to Japan’s major shipping companies; not to mention 
the South Korean, Hanjin Shipping Co Ltd declaring 
bankruptcy. Hopefully this year the industry will see the 
much-awaited reversal in its fortunes.

The year opened with nearly 300 tonnes of oil spilled into 
the narrow strait separating Singapore and Malaysia after 
a collision between two container vessels. Fortunately, 
there were no casualties and no traffic issues due to the 
collision. Singapore’s shipyards have been affected hugely 
by the downturn in the offshore Industry and many of the 
shipyards became defacto owners of the rigs they have 
built- such has been the glut.

The Shipping industry’s move towards cleaner seas is 
piloted this year by the ICS cap on sulphur content in 
bunkers. Widespread availability of alternative fuels (such 
as hydrogen or fuel cells) however is not expected for at 
least another 20 or 30 years. As known, the sector’s total 
CO2 has already been reduced by more than 10 percent 
between 2007 and 2012. But trade growth suggests that 
further reductions in the sector’s total CO2 will be difficult 

to achieve soon until alternative marine fuels become 
widely available. The bunker industry has voiced its 
protests and it remains to be seen how soon we embrace 
the clean air concepts.

Then in Jan 2017, despite suffering the biggest total 
drop in total fleet value ever, Greek owners held on 
to their spot at the top as NO 1 ship owning nation in 
the world with a $84.079 billion fleet. Greece also held 
onto its lead in the bulk carrier and tanker categories. 
But India doesn’t feature among these top 10. With 
a resurgent Shipping Ministry, very active seafaring 
bodies, and Mega plans for numerous ports, etc., I hope 
for positive change in the near future- for surely we can 
use our enviable coastline better. Under the Sagarmala 
Programme, more than 40 projects with estimated cost 
of approximately INR 85,000 Crore, have been identified 
across the four pillars of Port Modernization & New Port 
Development, Port Connectivity Enhancement, Port-
led-Industrial Development and Coastal Community 
Development. Sagarmala, an initiative taken by the 
Ministry of Shipping is one of the strategic plans to 
promote port led development in India. It aims to 
leverage India’s 7,500 km long coastline, 14,500 km of 
potentially navigable waterways and strategic locations 
on key international maritime trade routes. Sagarmala 
will also boost development of the coastal economy, save 
logistics costs, balance modal mix for cargo movement, 
leading to growth in manufacturing sector and facilitating 
ease of doing business; besides contributing to shipping 
growth overall, including providing new employment 
opportunities to young Indians.

Further away from our coastline, worries have arisen 
about the declaration of the Sulu Sea between eastern 
Malaysia and the Philippines as a piracy prone area. The 
rising threat of kidnappings and attacks on Merchant 
Shipping makes this an area to avoid or be very cautious 
while transiting it. While piracy is definitely on the 
decline in the Arabian Sea, previously a hotbed of pirate 
attacks, it is hoped that the authorities will move in swiftly 
to address any emerging threats.

MESSAGE FROM CHAIRMAN

Capt Prashant Rangnekar
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With the dawning of 2017, the crewing industry had 
uttered a sigh of relief for successful transition from STCW 
95 to STCW 2010. However with the DGS office issuing 
a new circular on 17th January 2017 making the High 
Voltage course mandatory for all Engineers and ETOs it 
was realised that the struggle was not quite over yet. 

New obligations under the Maritime Labour Convention 
(MLC 2006) which require shipowners to have compulsory 
insurance to cover abandonment of seafarers, as well 
as claims for death or long-term disability of seafarers, 
came into force on 18th January. The 2014 amendments 
to the MLC 2006, which comes under the auspices of 
the International Labour Organization (ILO), are based 
on guidelines which were developed by a joint IMO/
ILO working group, which reported to both IMO’s Legal 
Committee and ILO’s governing bodies.

The collision between a gas tanker from Oslo-listed 
shipping company BW LPG and an Indian ship off the 
coast of Chennai in India contributed to an oil spill that 
devastated the Chennai coastline. It was heartening 
however to see the Maritime Institutes and the local 
marine fraternity pull all stops to help minimize the 
impact of the oil spill. Such incidents call for corrections 
through new systems on the Indian coast which I hope will 
be sooner than later, and prevent further accidents of this 
nature.

Recently the industry also witnessed a few incidents at 
sea, unfortunately some involving loss of life. With every 
incident, the industry goes into a self-examination mode to 
control such losses of life and property at sea. Our prayers 
for the departed souls and for the families of the victims, as 
we strive to make ships as safe and secure as possible. 

To close on a positive note, the recently concluded 
National Maritime Day celebration had a unique theme 
of ‘Connecting India through shipping ‘. The onus is on 
the industry for spreading the good word about shipping 
and reaching out to the masses. But we realise that there 
is more to do than attract young talent to this excellent 
profession. We as an industry are working together with 
the Administration to smoothen the wrinkles whereby the 
processes involved in transition from a trainee rank to a 
higher position at sea is less troublesome and the target of 
enhancing Indian foot prints on foreign vessels is achieved. 

I take this opportunity to wish all seafarers a safe and 
successful tenure at sea, and happy days ahead to one and 
all.

MASSA, endeavours to be a leading Association, to:

•	 Augment	and	safeguard	business	interest	of	
memberlines	primarily	related	to	recruitment	and	
placement	services.

•	 Assist	in	development	of	infrastructure	which	helps	
business	interest	of	memberlines,	primarily	related	to	
employment	of	seafarers	onboard	ships.

•	 Liaise	with	National	and	International	organizations	
to	support	the	supply	and	demand	of	quality	seafarers	
and	recruitment	and	placement	services	in	India

•	 Share	information	and	knowledge	on	various	issues	so	
that	Member	lines	and	Maritime	authorities	can	make	
appropriate	discussions.

MASSA	is	actively	involved	in:

•	 Facilitating,	Promoting	and	
Protection	the	business	activities	of	
member	lines.

•	 Liaising	with	national,	international,	
governmental	and	non-governmental	
organisation	as	well	as	seafarers	
recognized	unions	on	behalf	of	
members	lines.

•	 Supporting	the	welfare	activities	to	
benefit	employees	or	ex	employees	of	
the	maritime	(Seafaring)	fraternity	
or their spouse, dependant and/or 
their	next	of	kin	as	applicable
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The new financial year 2017-18 has begun and the 
Indian Maritime Industry has with full gusto initi-
ated celebrations for the National Maritime Day 
which falls on 5th April, 2017.  The theme for the 
National Maritime Day Celebrations this year is 
“CONNECTING INDIA THROUGH SHIPPING’.  
The Directorate General of shipping and the 
National Maritime Day Celebrations Committee 
have requested all to publicize the Indian Maritime 
Industry far and wide especially to non-maritime 
entities and individuals.   In the past, the National 
Maritime Day Celebration was celebrated mainly 
amongst the seafaring fraternities but this year 
attempts were made to publicize the event to the 
general public by organizing events such as mari-
time exhibition and a fun run for the participation 
of those in the maritime fraternity and also the 
public at large.

The Indian seafarer’s skills and competency  are 
highly above average  in the world but unfortu-
nately, our market share of seafarers worldwide has 
still a long way to go verses that of other countries 
such as the Philippines.  This has bought anxiety to 
the Indian shipping manning industry and there-
fore need to concentrate on ways and means to 
increase the market share of Indian seafarers in the 
seafarers global market.    In order to achieve this, 
MASSA has initiated a programme to be under-
taken by a Consultancy Service engaged exclusively 
by MASSA to survey, research and collect statistic 
and data on  the New Entry and post-sea training, 
examination, time taken by candidates to success-
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fully complete their Certificate of Competency and 
Certificate of Proficiency.  And time taken for final 
assessment and issuance of such certificates by the 
in Indian Administration. The above statistics and 
data will be compared to similar training, examina-
tion and assessment carried out in other countries 
such as UK, Singapore and New Zealand etc.

The final project report, on completion, will be 
reviewed by MASSA and then offered to DGS for 
their perusal, comments and end to end solutions 
to enhance the mechanism being followed by the 
Indian Administration.  This exercise will reduce 
the gap and time taken to complete training and 
certification in India.  This in turn will increase the 
number of candidates available for employment in 
the world seafarers market.

MASSA wishes all a bright and prosperous future.
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The 54th National Maritime Day was observed 
in Mumbai’s YB Chavan Auditorium amid avid 
fanfare by shipping veterans, dignitaries, and 
seafarers on 5th April.

This celebration marked the culmination of the 
week-long activities observed across the nation 
from 29th March to 5th April. 

The theme of the National Maritime Day 2017 was 
‘Connecting India through Shipping’. 

Addressing the gathering on the grand finale at 
Mumbai, Dr Malini Shankar, Director General 
of Shipping elucidated on the importance of 
celebrating National Maritime day and emphasized 
the value of shipping to modern society. 

The National Maritime Day was first celebrated on 
5th April 1964.

“April 5 marks the National Maritime Day of India. 

On this day in 1919, navigation history was created 
when SS Loyalty, the first Indian flagship, sailed 
from Mumbai to the United Kingdom. However, 
India’s maritime history can be traced back to 
Indus civilization,” stated Dr Shankar.

A series of activities took place during the week 
to highlight the role of, and promote, the Indian 
shipping industry. This was in the form of elocution 
and painting competitions, in which students from 
different schools across Mumbai participated. The 
winners of the competition were felicitated on this 
day. 

A fun run of 2 kms at Mumbai’s Ballard Pier 
was a part of the celebration and witnessed the 
participation from seafarers in huge numbers. A 
photo exhibition was organised for 3 days at the YB 
Chavan premises too.  

Gracing the occasion was the Chief Guest Vice 

Connecting India through Shipping
Mumbai celebrates Grand Finale of 54th National Maritime Day
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WREATH-LAYING	CEREMONY
On the eve of the National Maritime Day, a 
wreath-laying ceremony was performed at The 
Indian Sailors’ Home to pay tributes to the 
unsung seafarers who laid their lives at sea. 
This was attended in large numbers by shipping 
dignitaries, member unions, representatives of 
SCI and other shipping companies. Dr Malini 
Shankar, DGS, led the special ceremonies. 

Admiral Girish Luthra, AVSM, VSM, and Flag 
Officer Commanding-in-Chief of the Southern 
Naval Command. Also present at the celebration as 
Guest of Honour was Mrs Lakshmi Venkatachalam, 
Vice President of Manila-based Asian Development 
Bank (ADB), and ex-Director General of Shipping, 
along with The Shipping Corporation of India’s 
(SCI) Chairman and Managing Director, Capt 
Anoop Sharma, and SCI’s Director, Personnel and 
Administrative Division, Capt BB Sinha. 

Vice Admiral Girish Luthra highlighted the 
importance of the maritime domain in national, 
regional and global growth and development. 
“The Indian Navy and the Indian Merchant Navy 
complement each other,” he said. He brought out 
the emerging trends in the Indo-Pacific region, 
merchandise trade, export-import and the new focus 
on the maritime domain. “The Indian Navy has 
adapted its strategy to the changing environment, in 
order to promote and strengthen security, stability 
and safety at sea,” added the Vice Admiral.

Many shipping dignitaries were also honoured 
and felicitated on the day for their yeomen service 
towards the industry. 

The principal objective of celebrating the Day is to 
enable the public to know more intimately about 
the activities of the Indian Shipping Industry and 
the important role it plays in the economy of the 
country. The need for shipping industry and the 
requirement of seafarers are highlighted in various 
ways on this occasion. Shipping has been rightly 

called the ‘Silent Service’ as most of the shipping 
activity takes place away from land. In India, the 
public at large has very limited opportunities to 
observe for themselves the yeoman service rendered 
by the Indian shipping industry for the promotion 
of the economic well-being of the country. The 
observance of the National Maritime Day, therefore 
serves a long felt need in bringing people closer 
to the shipping industry and enabling them to 
participate in the celebrations; so that they can share 
the sense of pride and achievement at the rapid 
strides made by the Indian shipping.
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A Photo Exhibition organised as part of the 
National Maritime Week celebrations on 4th April 
at the YB Chavan Auditorium was inaugurated by 
Mr Sumeet Mallick, (IAS), Chief Secretary to The 
Government of Maharashtra. It showcased the 
photos and ship models in India of different era. 

Speaking on the occasion, Dr Shankar said “The 
National Maritime Week seeks to foster stronger 
bonds of co-operation among seafarers. The 
photo exhibition is a small effort on our part to 
educate the public at large on the role played by the 
shipping industry.” 

She also encouraged people from the interior to 
take the job opportunities available in the maritime 
sector.

Appreciating this new concept, Prasad Kulkarni, 
a media professional said, “I attend a lot of events 
but it is nice to attend an event which is nationally 
oriented. This event is not only committed to 
the domestic circuit but also has international 
exposure. I feel a lot of gratitude towards our sailors 
who leave their families for long periods for the 
sake of the nation. I am very proud of our sailor 
fraternity and wish them well.”

PHOTO 
EXHIBITION

Varuna	Award	-	
Capt Purushottam Shankar Barve

Award	of	Excellence	-	
Mr Mayilrangam Viswanathan Ramamurthy

Outstanding	contribution	to	maritime	education	and	training	award	-	
Capt Chhote Lal Dubey

Gallantry	Award	-	
Capt Devendra Kumar 
Capt Jimmy Joseph

Eminent	Overseas	maritime	personality	award	-	
Mr Kishore Rajvanshy

Best	Foreign	Employer	of	Indian	Seafarers	-	
MSC Crewing Services Pvt Ltd   

Most	Compassionate	Employer	of	Indian	Seafarers	-	
Elegant Marine Services Pvt Ltd
Wallem Shipmanagement (India) Pvt Ltd

NMD AWARD WINNERS
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As global warming melts sea ice across the Arctic, 
shipping routes once thought impossible — including 
directly over the North Pole — may open up by mid-
century. The conclusion however is that high costs 
may keep the new routes from being used right away.

The amount of sea ice covering the Arctic Ocean 
has declined sharply each decade since the 1980s, 
according to measurements taken each September 
when the ice is at its minimum. Older, thicker ice is 
disappearing as well. Scientists say global warming is 
largely responsible for the changes. Parts of the Arctic 
are warming twice as fast as elsewhere.

The changing conditions offer an opening to shipping 
companies. The Arctic is potentially a faster, more 
direct route between Asia and ports in Europe and 
eastern North America.

Currently however there is relatively little cargo 
shipped through the region. Although shipping will 
increase over the next decade, especially as Russia 
develops oil and gas fields in Siberia, total Arctic 
cargo tonnage is expected to remain only a small 
fraction of the amount carried along southern routes 
through the Suez and Panama canals.

But with “middle of the road” warming — higher 
than the 2015 Paris accord target, but lower than the 
most extreme climate change forecasts — more Arctic 
shipping routes could open, both for ordinary ships 
and those that are built to move through thicker ice. 
Even direct over-the-pole routes would potentially be 
navigable, at least during some part of the summer-
fall shipping season.

“We know what is likely to happen to sea ice,” said 
Nathanael Melia, one of the researchers at the 
University of Reading in Britain who calculated 
how the routes might change as warming continues 
to the middle of the century. “It will reduce decade 
on decade, and open up vast swaths of the Arctic 
Ocean.”

As Arctic routes become more direct, voyage times 
could fall to less than 3 weeks in some cases, as 
compared to almost 5 on most major routes today, 
making Arctic shipping potentially more attractive 
than the southern routes in the coming decades, Dr. 
Melia’s research shows.

But just because shippers could make greater use of 
Arctic routes does not necessarily mean they will. Ice 
conditions will still vary greatly from year to year, 
which would discourage shipping companies for 
whom precise timing of shipments is fairly crucial.

Other costs including higher insurance rates, as well 
as safety considerations, may deter efforts. 

A report last year by the Copenhagen Business School 
concluded that trans-Arctic shipping by ordinary 
vessels between Europe and Asia was unlikely to 
become economically viable before 2040.

Have a nice week.

Not Before 2040

Capt	Kamal	Chadha
MD, Marex Media




